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Press Release
Passion for Knowledge - Quantum 13, the red carpet for science
· The Donostia International Physics Center (DIPC), within the framework of Euskampus, Campus of International Excellence of the University of the Basque Country (UPV/EHU), is putting the Basque Country firmly on the international calendar of science festivals
· Scientists at the highest level, including several Nobel laureates, will be offering open lectures at the Victoria Eugenia Theatre, meeting students in San Sebastian, Bilbao and Vitoria, and training young researchers
· The festival is set to spread the passion for science the length and breadth of the Basque Country and will be a meeting point between science and the general public during the first week of October
Before the bright lights of the Film Festival are switched off in Donostia-San Sebastian, the Victoria Eugenia Theatre will be rolling out the red carpet once again, this time for Science. During the first week of October the city will be welcoming scientists of the highest level, including several Nobel laureates, whose mission will be to bring to the general public the latest advances made in their fields of research.
Donostia-San Sebastian, Basque Country. 20 June 2013. 

The singular science festival Passion for Knowledge - Quantum 13 has been thought up, promoted and organised by the Donostia International Physics Center (DIPC) within the framework of Euskampus, the Campus of International Excellence of the University of the Basque Country (UPV/EHU). Under an innovative, creative approach, a broad programme of activities will be offered to create a meeting point between science and the general public, by getting the latter involved in the scientific culture and by showing how important research is in society.

Passion for Knowledge - Quantum 13 will be taking place during the first week of October in Donostia-San Sebastian, Bilbao and Vitoria-Gasteiz. These cities will be simultaneously hosting the events that will be geared towards the general public as well as towards students, young researchers and scientists. The Victoria Eugenia Theatre will be the main venue where most of the activities designed for the general public will be held.

The main event of this festival is the programme for general audiences and which will consist of Lectures given by prestigious international scientists and distinguished figures in a whole range of disciplines. The programme geared towards the general public will also have Naukas Quanta sessions, in collaboration with the popular online scientific communication platform Naukas. There will also be the première of a Play, “La entrevista” (“The Interview”), which will be exploring current issues like the importance and responsibility of scientific research and how it relates to society. There will also be Video Screenings at different localities in the city.

Passion for Knowledge - Quantum 13 will spread beyond the activities thought up for the general public. In the wake of previous editions, this science festival is seeking to bring secondary school students together with top scientists, including various Nobel Laureates, in the top@DIPC - Zientziarekinsolasean! meetings scheduled to take place in Donostia-San Sebastian, Bilbao and Vitoria-Gasteiz. “We want to get them immersed in the passion for science told in the first person; it could bring them towards scientific research,” says Pedro Miguel Echenique, Chairman of Passion for Knowledge – Quantum 13.

Passion for Knowledge – Quantum 13 will also be offering for the first time training workshops and a special workshop on the UPV/EHU's campuses and geared towards the university community and in particular towards young researchers, PhD students and Master's students. The aim of these sessions is to offer young researchers tools for communicating and appraising their research work. 

This edition of Passion for Knowledge will also have an international scientific workshop: 30th Brandt Ritchie Workshop (BRW), focussed on condensed matter physics and materials science.

Within the framework of the presentation of this science festival, Pedro Miguel Echenique was keen to highlight the work of the University of the Basque Country, and quote its Vice-Chancellor Iñaki Goirizelaia, to whom he wished a speedy recovery: “The world has become very small, and the needs we want to meet with our services are in competition with dozens of similar services that are being given right now all over the world. That is why it is talent that makes the real difference”.
The organisers highlight the fact that this science festival is stressing the importance that Basque society attaches to science and research. This becomes particularly clear in the current context of the economic crisis. “The societies that want to be the owners of their future, nurture their own talent, sow for the future, draw talent and keep it,” said Pedro Miguel Echenique. “There is no doubt that the first week of October will be an indicator of the Basque Country's commitment to scientific and technological development."
Ricardo Díez Muiño, Director of the DIPC, has added that “this festival is set to roll out the red carpet for science and will be promoting science as a key activity for contributing towards the wellbeing of the coming generations and highlighting the thirst for knowledge as the driving force of scientific, technological and cultural progress.”
All the activities programmed for the general public, students and young researchers will be free of charge, except for the play, the tickets for which will be on sale shortly. To participate in Passion for Knowledge - Quantum 13, it is necessary to register and reserve a place over the festival website: www.quantum13.eu
Further information can be found in the attached press dossier.

The press dossier includes the profiles of the speakers

and a description of all the activities in the festival.
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